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PROM: 
CUBJECF: SYSTEM CHECEXU PROSLESS AT VATE 





Durirg the checkout and loading of the J-15 ayetem at VAFE, several 
conditions were observed which are considered bazvertous to either 
the condition of the aystez or to the validity cf test operatian;. 
Thase corditions 414 weaken to sane extent the validity of work = 
J-15. In general, these problems are not new, though the extent 
and significance has varied from time to tims, Fast efforts et 
correcticas have been winimised or rejected tecause of the uncertein 
future life of the program. At the present tine, vith an inticated 
27 systems to be checked out over nearly two years, the adequacy of 
VATE test operations cust not be neglected. 


Tra folioving five areas of prodleas were observed during the J-15 
fligs icuding. All 2ava bean o=served in previcus systems ené 2ll 
onc lead to Pailure to echicve test sdjeccives. 


le Film Processing: Although new precassing eqttipment along vith 
actalled procscures for its use bas ben provided to the base, 
oatisfactory resuits are not being achieved. Processing 
Sefects sar prevect verification of payload condition as vel 
3 22ex eben) ead electricas darsatc of the ayaten. 


2. Ylumirasion During Prylotd Kandine: The ambient 4Llunination 
specitied and used during pryleaa?. bemiling ie act sufficient 
‘20 perfam: anc inspect uy szexitéons. Use of the special 
Slashligats ia tas present maom:> is not a catisfactory suppice 
macs. 
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« Procedures: The reported discrepancy in J-15 peyloed threading 
. Sliustretes the need for additicaal verifications end probably 
grephic illustrations for cammrison. Verifications during 
paylead handling are closely related to Sisesinetion problems 

aentioned aboves 


4, Hopiiing Fixturera: The fixtures for mating the supply cassette 
eve inefficient and danserous to the hardware. Risks could te 
minimized by mking dry runs in daylight, dirs poor aligmesnt of 
the componsats reuains a hasexd. Arrengemmrts for removing 
sensitometric semples as well as later psyloed handling ere 
POO’. 


3. Fexsouvel Fami larization: aad grag eerie aA 
become more routine, there @ppears to be e tendency to 
chiuiia, pirscnekl Gch Gilig taedilas “lth Ake wale 65 ae Gas 
formed. Ury rums end briefiugs may be helpful. A casunl atti- 
tuda toward the procedures must be syvaided uy ell concerned. 





